Lockdown repercussions: Sponsors slam brakes, racers’ budget plans fishtail
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most athletes up during
the ockdown, and youll hea
me familiar buzzwords about
(Eoping At ard tmprovising
training routines. il
Rinei ) o, The
time national champion has a
‘more existential crisis on his
‘hands. “Working on how to fi-
nancially come back after the
lockdown gets over,” he says.
There s never a good timefor
a glol emic. But for In-
dias acers, the outbreals and
the cansequentlockdown could

not have had worse timing.

April and May are their prepar-
atory months, They reacquaint
themselves with their cars

fracks, after &fow months of
offseason. More {mportantly,
when they find finances

o it sar ehead, 1o Tnfian
racing, a good chunk comes
from thelr pockets. But many
dogeta significant chunk from
sponsors, The prospect ot
ing that has at least some of
\hem sweating over their

itures.
Take Raghul's case. As some-
one who has been in the title

picture o JK Tyre FMSCI Na- ————
tional Racing

for the pas ﬂve, six years, it's centof our budget,
dificult o iz to0 many fister v B Morasporls

“We woulrl have been working
onthe b

‘country. Unless you have a lot
of: and ex;

everyﬂ-ung Bt right now, we

have no idea about how the
scene s going tobe.”

oI we areable fo et a spone

percentof

our budget that's a very b

i un
Youhavealotof spectatorsand
exposure, it's tough to find full

sponsorship.
Raghul Rangaswamy,
India racer

this year, even
thial 21, per contruillibe

lfhr Ashwin Datta, who won
the Formula LGB 1300 category

will be really difficult.” The JK
Tyre driver s confined (o his

like everyone else. But
that hasmt stopped him from
trying out unorthodox means
of securi ip."April

down and its economic reper-
cussions will see a decline in
investment in motorsports.

'his, he feels, will increase
competition among racers for

and May are when we do most
of the work,” says Datta.

“To drive in any champion-
ship, you need money. Since
everyone's sitting at home, you

racers like himself willbeata
disadvantage. “We have a lot of
young drivers coming into the
sport; 16, 18-year-olds. It'll be
more viable for companios to

can't go and find sponsors. I've s ince there’s al-
i ries, the is fving to mas some com: ways the Possibility of them
even higher “I get around half  panies and contacts to see if ~racing in international series.
o my brdget trom spontors, - somatbing can be w So,the competition among driv-

ButI've been e ip is going to
snencung ‘any more than that  Raghulbelieves thatthelock:  be difficult”



